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A Documentary Research and Field Survey
following the Trace of King Rama V’s
Incognito Trip in 1904

Associate Professor Dr.Wannasilpa Peerapun
Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University

Abstract

This article presents the result of the study entitled “A Documentary research and Field Survey following the Trace
of King Rama V’s Incognito Trip in 1904” —- a documentary research in combination with eld survey. The objectives
of the study were to analyze relevant documents, perform a eld survey, and generate maps showing the routes and
the places visited by King Rama V during his incognito trip in 1904, and to collect information about the heritage

places related to the trip.

The result of the study reveals that there were several members of the royal family and noblemen accompanying the
king in this trip. The main routes were rivers and canals. Most of the trip was made by means of “prapaston
procession”— a small royal cabin boat and a cuisine boat tugged by a small motor boat, leaving the ofcial royal
procession to await for the king at the camping places. There were also some excursions that were made by train

and roadways within towns.

The trip lasted for 25 days, starting from Bang Pa-in Palace on July 14, 1904 and ending on August 7, 1904, passing
the areas of 11 provinces —- Pathum Thani, Nonthaburi, Bangkok, Ratchaburi, Samut Songkhram, Phetchaburi, Nakhon
Pathom, Suphan Buri, Ang Thong, and Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Pathum Thani was the only province where the king did

not visit any place, while one or several places in the other provinces were visited during this trip.

The result of this research reveals the locations of the routes and the places visited by the king, allowing us to create a
map of the routes and places of the1904 incognito trip for further reference and related studies in the future. These
routes and places visited by the king were important heritage places that should be conserved and inherited the next

generation and reminded us of King Rama V the great —- the beloved king of Thailand.
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